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Knott’s Berry Farm has mas-
tered the art and science of host-
ing a food, beer and wine fes-
tival during a pandemic as the 
Taste of Fall-O-Ween takes les-
sons learned over the past few 
months and adds a Halloween 

twist to the festivities.
If you’ve been to Taste of Cal-

ico in July or Taste of Knott’s in 
August then you have a pretty 
good idea of what to expect 
with Taste of Fall-O-Ween. Take 
two dozen food booths spread 
throughout the Buena Park 
theme park, add a heavy dose of 
fall seasonal decor and throw in 

a smidgen of Knott’s Scary Farm 
for good measure.

Knott’s Taste of Fall-O-Ween 
opened on Friday and runs on 
Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays 
through Nov. 1. Advance reser-
vation tickets are required to al-
low Knott’s to limit capacity in 
the park.

The extended closure of Cal-

ifornia theme parks due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic and 
the cancellation of Hallow-
een Haunt left an opening for 
Knott’s to host the third in a se-
ries of food fests without rides, 
roller coasters or attractions.

Taste of Fall-O-Ween proves 
that Knott’s has got social dis-
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Scott Kurachi, left, takes a selfie with his mom, Carla Kurachi, and his brother, Enen Chuukon, all of Simi Valley, at Knott’s Berry Farm Taste 
of Fall-O-Ween on Saturday in Buena Park. The event opened on Friday and runs on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays through Nov. 1. 

By Richard K. De Atley
rdeatley@scng.com

Different views emerged Sun-
day on why a 40-year-old Long 
Beach woman drove through a 
crowd during a heated demon-
stration in Yorba Linda on Sat-
urday, badly injuring a man and 
woman.

Anthony Bryson, who helped 
the driver, Tatiana Turner, plan 
a protest against police brutal-
ity, said an angry mob had sur-
rounded Turner and wouldn’t let 
her leave the parking lot.

“People had broken her wind-
shield,” Bryson told The Associ-
ated Press. “She was trying to 
leave. She was in fear for her life.”

Orange County Sheriff’s Sgt. 
Dennis Breckner, however, said 
Turner drove through the crowd 
deliberately.

“When she left that parking lot, 
she could have chosen an alter-
nate route that would have com-
pletely avoided all those people,” 
he said. “She chose that route. It 
wasn’t like that was her only ave-

nue of escape, and she didn’t have 
to leave at that moment; she could 
have just stayed in her car.”

He added, “From what we can 
tell, there seemed to be no issues 
when she was getting into her 
car.”

Turner was arrested on sus-
picion of assault with a deadly 
weapon and attempted murder 
after the incident.

She was attending the protest 
with Caravan for Justice, said 

Orange County Sheriff’s spokes-
woman Carrie Braun. The organi-
zation is in solidarity with Black 
Lives Matter.

The Caravan group, which 
planned Saturday’s event, de-
scribes itself as campaigning 
against police violence. They were 
met Saturday by counter-demon-
strators carrying American flags 
as well as campaign banners sup-
porting the re-election of Presi-
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Protest violence stirs debate
Views differ on why an arrested woman drove her car into crowd

By Roxana Kopetman
rkopetman@scng.com

Nearly 100 Los Alamitos High 
School teachers met online Sun-
day afternoon to consider a po-
tential strike over safety concerns 
with in-person learning, but they 
put off the vote for at least 10 days 
from Tuesday.

In that time, union leaders are 
hopeful that both sides can iron 
out their differences and avoid a 
strike, said David Eisenberg, a 
science teacher and leader with 
the Los Alamitos Education As-
sociation.

While a strike is still possible, 
Eisenberg said he didn’t think it 
would come to that.

“Mostly because the adminis-
tration has started listening to 
what the teachers need,” he said. 
“The only problem is they de-
cided to do it at the last minute 
when they could have done this a 
month ago.”

Superintendent Andrew Pulver 
could not be reached late Sunday 
afternoon. He has previously said 
the district has met or exceeded 
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Teachers 
putting off 
potential 
strike vote
Los Alamitos High staff 
hoping things calm down

By Donna Littlejohn 
and Hayley Munguia
Staff writers

Finally.
After seven years and more 

than a billion dollars, the long-
awaited “Wow” moment is 
ready to unfold. Long Beach’s 
new, spectacular cable-stay 
bridge will debut with “vir-
tual” fanfare on Friday and 
will open to traffic three days 
later.

“It’s so exciting for us,” said 
Long Beach harbor commis-
sioner and past president Bon-
nie Lowenthal. “And it’s excit-

ing for the nation to have a 
modern bridge that will ac-
commodate 15% of the nation’s 
cargo traffic.”

Dubbed the “Bridge to Ev-
erywhere” by city and Port of 
Long Beach leaders, the Gerald 
Desmond Replacement Bridge 
— it will get its own distinctive 
name later — was a very long 
time in the making.

Along the way, the con-
struction created confusing 
detour routes and plenty of 
traffic delays. Motorists, sur-
rounded by hulking container 
trucks, struggled to navigate 
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‘Bridge to Everywhere’ is 
finally set to be unveiled

By staff and wire reports

Since the Port of Long 
Beach’s earliest days — con-
struction on the San Pedro 
breakwater began in 1899 — 
access from the city to Termi-
nal Island has been crucial.

And whether trains, cargo 
trucks or military transports, 
bridges have provided that ac-
cess for more than a century.

Here is a look at the bridges 
that have connected Long 
Beach to Terminal Island:

• 1908: A railroad track,
built on a wooden trestle and 
providing early access to Ter-

minal Island from Long Beach, 
gets replaced by a 187-foot 
drawbridge that had the mon-
iker “jackknife.”

• Mid-1930s: The Union Pa-
cific Railroad stops using the 
jackknife bridge, leading to its 
removal.

• 1944: A temporary pon-
toon bridge connects Long 
Beach to Terminal Island, pro-
viding the U.S. Navy better ac-
cess to its station on the island. 
It would remain in place for 
nearly a quarter century.

• 1968: The Gerald Des-
mond Bridge — costing $13 
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Spans from Long Beach to 
Terminal Island full of lore

By Alma Fausto
afausto@scng.com

A helicopter that can drop up to 
3,000 gallons of water in one shot 
on a wildfire will soon be avail-
able to combat the ever-growing 
blazes erupting in the region.

The Orange County Fire Au-
thority’s board this week unan-
imously approved funding from 
Southern California Edison that 
will help provide the air vessel, 
called a helitanker, to the area for 
83 days, beginning Thursday.

The tanker, leased from Coul-
son Aviation, will be manned 
around the clock and be available 
to regions serviced by Southern 
California Edison, including Or-
ange, Los Angeles, Riverside and 
San Bernardino counties.

WILDFIRES

Helicopter 
that can drop 
3,000 gallons 
to be deployed

Knott’s Berry Farm begins 
its Fall-O-Ween food festival
The annual event, which runs through Nov. 1, will be held with pandemic protocols in mind
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THE RESULTS
ARE IN!N!

On Sunday September 27, the Register published the Best of OC
glossy magazine, compiled by Register writers and featuring the top-voted selections.

A digital version of the magazine is available on OCRegister.com/best-of-orange-county.

CONGRATULATIONS to the top vote-getters and thank you to our Best of OC sponsors.
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BEST NEW HOME COMMUNITY Reprinted with permission from The Orange County Register/SCNG

Great Park Neighborhoods
 
 

All around Orange County 
Great Park, on land once 
occupied by the El Toro 
Marine Corps Air Station, 
several distinct communities 
collectively known as Great 
Park Neighborhoods are in 
varying stages of completion 
and construction. In all, the 
developments by FivePoint are 
expected to eventually include 
approximately 10,500 homes by 
myriad homebuilders.

The blend of builders and 
neighborhoods brings an 
eclectic feel to the master-

planned community, with a mix 
of architectural influences like 
Spanish, farmhouse, California 
Monterey and modern. The 
shared spaces feature the 
parks, community pools and 
recreational facilities Irvine 
residents have come to expect 
while blending seamlessly into 
the surroundings.

First to begin opening, in 
2013, was Pavilion Park, with 
about 700 homes. Beacon Park 
came next with a little more 
than 1,000 homes, starting 
in 2015. Parasol Park, named 
for the large Parasol Pine 
that sits in the middle of the 
neighborhood park, started 

opening in 2017 with about 725 
homes.

In various stages of 
construction and sales are 
homes in the Rise, Novel 
Park and Cadence Park 
neighborhoods.

The overall Great Park 
Neighborhoods project had 553 
sales in 2019, ranking it among 
the nation’s top 20 best-selling 
master-planned communities, 
according to a June 3 article in 
the Orange County Register.

When finished, Great Park 
Neighborhoods is also expected 
to have 138 acres of open space 
as well as trails that link to the 
Great Park itself.

238 Merit, Irvine; 949-523-2067; greatparkneighborhoods.com
_________
By Kathie Bozanich
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BEST OF ORANGE 
COUNTY 2020 EDITION:
Readers of The Orange County 
Register selected Great Park 
Neighborhoods as the top-voted 
choice within the Best New Home 
Community category of the 2020 
Best of Orange County magazine. 
The annual publication highlights 
the county’s top places to live, 
shop, eat and visit in more than 70 
categories, and lists the public’s 
favorites among tens of thousands 
of votes submitted by readers.

NEW HOMES IN THE GREAT PARK NEIGHBORHOODS’ CADENCE PARK COMMUNITY IN IRVINE. (PHOTO BY JEFF GRITCHEN, ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER/SCNG)


